Phil Thomas – International Junior Director 

Report  covering September  2009 to August 2010.

Coaching at International events- 

Over the past 12 months juniors at away fixtures have been assisted by Andrew  Green, David Oswald, Alan Tate and GM Matthew Turner. 
Euroyouth - September 2009

19 Players competed in Italy
WorldYouth - December 2009 
8 players competed in Turkey
Liverpool Quadrangular - December 2009 -  
We again attended the event in Liverpool & stayed at the Nightingale Lodge again which is ideal for our requirements.  We almost filled the coach as parents that had been before wanted to come again as they had enjoyed the weekend so much & a few new ones made the trip too.  At the Lodge we also had 3 members of the Irish team who joined3 of our players to make up an U16 filler team.
Glorney – July 2010

This year’s event was hosted by Wales in the hills of the University of Glamorgan in Pontypridd. 20 Scottish players attended. We missed winning the Glorney by half a point and missed winning the Faber by 1 point – an extra half point in the final fixture against England would have sufficed.
 EU Youth Championships  August 2010

2 Players competed in Austria

WorldJunior U20 –August 2010
2 Players competed in Poland
Domestic Coaching arrangements 

One only has to look at the youngest players who went abroad last year to see the rate of increase in their game & grade – greatly assisted by the intense coaching whilst away which give the players the confidence & drive to work harder at their game.  
For  future progress we desperately need more established players to donate their time (whatever their grade) to assist in getting our U12 Juniors ready to play in international junior  events.  

The results from board 6 of the  U12 and U14 events at the Glorney showed the benefit of preparation in advance (9 points from 12).  Which gives me the opportunity to formally thank Hamilton club for making their premises available for the 3 Thursdays before the Glorney trip. Coaches on those occasions were Myself/ Donald Wilson.Connor Woods. 

I want to see this type of preparation made available for all U12 debutants. To do this I need  volunteers from local adult chess clubs. There is little future in waiting for funds to become available on a suitably massive scale to pay for paid coaches – certainly not for an organisation which lacks a volunteer to act as marketing director. 
Parents – Major thanks are due
Trips away would not be as rewarding for our youngsters without the attendance the support and the sheer hard work put in by the parents who make the trips abroad - at their own expense. 
Selectors – further thanks are due
You know who you are.  The flak stays with me – part of the job description. 
