International Director – Annual report 2007-2008

Firstly, a word of apology for the lateness of this report, following the death of my father in August. I am deeply grateful for the many messages of condolences sent by Chess Scotland members.

Overall summary

My key philosophy is that excellence inspires others. I want to see Scotland’s top players actively representing Scotland. 

My key objectives in the past year were to:

· Improve the selection criteria to give clarity on how Chess Scotland decides who should represent it. 
· Encourage and support participation of our strongest players in representative events (adult, women and senior).
· Continue the work started by GM Jacob Aagaard in running training events to develop our aspiring players.
· Allocate our very limited funding in the best way possible.
Over the past year
· Selection criteria for adults, women and senior published in September 2008. Whilst current playing strength is the key factor for selection, the policy stresses that selection is a privilege not a right and all players have responsibilities if they wish to represent Chess Scotland.

· Separate selection committees set up for adults, women and seniors.

· Regular communications set up with titled players (FMs/IMs/GMs). To be extended in 2008-09 by providing quarterly International updates on the website using the same core information. Further information on international participation is provided in the review of activity below.

· I am delighted that Scotland was represented for the first time in a team event for Seniors this season.

· Although Mark Dvoretsky had to cancel his planned November visit through illness, GM Csaba Horvath visited Edinburgh in the Spring for a four day training event.

Going forward  
· I have secured our strongest active players (both Open and Women) for the Olympiad in Nov 08. The Olympiad remains the most international important event that Scottish players take part in. It is where the International budget is primarily directed.

· There is a gap in understanding of the motivations of the “rank and file” and the elite which needs to be bridged.

· There is a need to develop the Scottish Championship into a highly attractive international level event for both Scots and non-Scots.

Review of 2007
 

Team
· Scotland (IM Andy Muir, FM Keith Ruxton, Jonathan Grant and FM Graham Morrison) finished its Euro Teams 2007 campaign in 32nd place compared with a seeding of 36th with 7 match points out of 18. It is the first time that Scotland had scored three match wins since Haifa 1989. However this latter event was in the old format of 6 boards plus two reserves and before the break-up of the Soviet Union and the Balkans.

· Scotland (GM John Shaw, GM Colin McNab, FM Keith Ruxton and FM Iain Gourlay) was seeded and finished last in the strong Catalonia - V tournament 4 nations tournament. Nonetheless most of the team gained rating points.

Individual
· The Scottish contingent at Cappelle was GM John Shaw, IM Steve Mannion, FM Neil Berry, Martin Mitchell and Alan Minnican. 

· Andy Muir became Scottish Champion at Cumbernauld with a fine 8/9 in a 10 player all-play-all. 

· In July, Jonathan Rowson was voted Chess Scotland's Player of the Year in recognition of his achievement in winning the British Championship for a third consecutive year. 

· Jacob Aagaard maintained the fine recent tradition of Scottish players winning the British Championship outright. 2007 has been a great year in the Aagaard household with Jacob also winning the Arco tournament, Quality Chess winning BCF book of the year for San Luis 2005 and the arrival of his daughter Catherine. 

· There were some fine scalps that topped the 2600+ list: Jacob Aagaard defeated Vallejo Pons (2676) whilst Colin McNab was victorious over Ivan Sokolov (2666). 

· Keti Arakhamia-Grant beat both Nakamura (2651) and Gagunashvilli (2625) as well as making a second GM norm at the Calvia tournament. 

· A couple to watch: 1) Alan Tate had a remarkable year - he started with a rating of 2058 and finished at 2163. He was Scotland's sole rep at the 3rd EU Individual Championship in Arvier (Aosta) and scored a creditable 5.5/10. 2) Promising junior Andrew McClement gained 90 points at the Arco tournament with a 2100+ performance.

Mihai Marin and Jacob Aagaard gave well received training events. Unfortunately Mark Dvoretsky had to cancel his planned visit because of illness. 
Review of 2008 (up to August) 
Individual

· Phil Giulian had a published rating of 2303 at 1 January 2008 which qualified him for the FM title - many congratulations to Phil!

· Scotland also gained another titled player with the transfer in January of WGM/IM Keti Arakhamia-Grant from Georgia.
· 2008 was an experimental year for the Scottish Championship with a high £2000 first prize but no conditions for titled players. Disappointingly but not surprisingly a very limited number of titled players participated. Won convincingly by Alan Tate with 6.5/9, perhaps the most encouraging aspect was the increased number of strong juniors participating. Another success of the smoothly run tournament in Glasgow was the live transmission of games on the Internet. Personally I am not a fan of integrating the International Open and the Championship for the reason that non-Scots have an influence on destination of the title. Nonetheless our premier international level event needs to evolve if it is determine the strongest Scottish player. Increased dialogue between organisers and top level players should lead to an outstanding Championship in Edinburgh 2009.

· GM Jacob Aagaard of Milngavie, the reigning British Champion, was the clear winner of the 2008 Chess Scotland Player of the Year award. He decided to play at the Politiken Cup in July where his scalps included Socko (2628) and Landa (2615). 
· This year’s British Championships in Liverpool suffered from organisational and funding issues with the result that none of the top Scots participated. At least it was good to see our older juniors make further progress.
Team
· Scotland’s first foray into the European Seniors Team Championship in Dresden, Germany (11 - 19 February 2008)  finished with the team scoring 1 match win, 5 match draws and 3 match losses i.e. 7/18 match points and  16/36 game points. This meant that the team which was seeded 52, with an average rating of 2010, finished 53. Individual scores were 1. Gerald Bonner 5/9, 2. Alastair White 4/8, 3. Alan Borwell 4/8 4. Hugh Flockhart (Captain) 2/5, and 5. Siegrun Macgilchrist 1/6.

· All in all a decent performance by the Scottish delegation at Cappelle la Grande, France from 15 to 24 Feb of IM Stephen Mannion, FM Neil Berry, FM Tim Upton and CM Paul Roberts. Steve with 5.5/9, 2 GM scalps and a tournament performance rating (TPR) = 2451 had the best tournament. The other three players performed almost exactly to their rating i.e. Neil 5/9, TPR = 2312, Tim 4.5/9, TPR = 2253 and Paul 4.5/9, TPR = 2174.

· The Scotland teams have been selected for the 38th Olympiad which takes place in Dresden, Germany, November 12-25. 

· In board order the Open team is: GM Jonathan Rowson, GM Jacob Aagaard, GM John Shaw, WGM Keti Arakhamia-Grant and GM Colin McNab.   Captain: John Dempsey. 

· The Women's team is: Heather Lang, Rosie Giulian, Carey Wilman, Amy Officer and Rhian Hughes (Edinburgh). Captain/Coach: Steve Mannion. 

GM Csaba Horvath entertained and instructed 15 ambitious Scottish players over the Easter weekend 2008. Early g4 attacking lines, the "transfer effect" and tricky move orders featured prominently in his seminars on "From the Opening into the Middlegame".

