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A warm welcome to this 
wonderful publica on de-
signed to celebrate the 
200th anniversary of Edin-
burgh Chess Club!  

Although not a member of 
the club myself, I have had 
many occasion to visit and 
enjoy its history-seeped sur-
roundings. 

I was delighted to be asked 
to help produce this club 
history, although truth be 
told my addi on was very 

minor indeed compared to 
the work done by members 
of the Edinburgh 200 com-
mi ee. 

Inside you’ll find a pictorial 
history of the club, a look at 
its members old and new, 
the many esteemed visitors 
to the club, and the historic 
events that have taken 
place involving and within 
the club. Enjoy! 

Andrew Burne   
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Edinburgh Chess Club’s junior 
sec on – the Tiger Cubs – are 
making history of their own. 
Soon to celebrate their 25th 
anniversary, read all about 
them courtesy of founder, Wil-
lie Rutherford. 

Alastair White’s pictorial ap-
proach covers the most notable 
events of the last 140 years 
(think about it!) with a remarka-
ble (and colourful!) journey 
through Edinburgh Chess Club’s 
past.  

There has never been a more famous cor-
respondence chess match than that be-
tween Edinburgh Chess Club and London 
its London counterparts. Geoff Chandler 
dissects the story that launched a famous 
opening. 

Ever wondered who has graced 
ECC’s hallowed boards? Alan 
McGowan and Alastair White 
recall the most notable mem-
bers and most illustrious visitors 
of the past 200 years. 



 

 

4 

TheÊsignificanceÊofÊtheÊbicen-
tenaryÊofÊtheÊclub,ÊinauguratedÊ
onÊ4ÊNovemberÊ1822,ÊwasÊclearÊ
andÊtheÊCouncilÊofÊtheÊEdinburghÊ
ChessÊClubÊsetÊupÊaÊsubcom-
mi eeÊtoÊprepareÊforÊcelebra-
ons.ÊItÊwasÊmyÊhonourÊtoÊbeÊtheÊ

firstÊchairÊofÊthisÊcommi eeÊandÊ
weÊmetÊfirstÊonÊ26ÊSeptemberÊ

2018,ÊwithÊseveralÊmee ngsÊsub-
sequently,ÊandÊpreparedÊaÊ10Ê
pointÊplan.ÊTheÊtopÊpriori esÊthatÊ
weÊrecommendedÊtoÊCouncilÊ
wereÊre-enac ngÊtheÊfamousÊcor-
respondenceÊchessÊmatchÊbe-
tweenÊtheÊEdinburghÊChessÊClubÊ
andÊtheÊLondonÊChessÊClubÊandÊ
publishingÊanÊaccountÊofÊtheÊde-

Chess in the Edinburgh Chess Club over 
200 tumultuous years by Raj Bhopal  
(FirstÊChairÊofÊtheÊbicentenaryÊsubcommi eeÊofÊtheÊCouncilÊ

ofÊEdinburghÊChessÊClub) 

ÊInÊ1822ÊwhenÊtheÊEdinburghÊChessÊClubÊwasÊformed,ÊKingÊ
GeorgeÊIVÊwasÊonÊtheÊthrone.ÊNineÊmonarchsÊhaveÊruledÊ
andÊfortyÊPrimeÊMinistersÊhaveÊservedÊtheÊcountryÊsinceÊ
1822.ÊTheÊnumberÊofÊwarsÊinvolvingÊtheÊUKÊsinceÊ1822ÊisÊ
tooÊnumerousÊtoÊdwellÊonÊbutÊincludeÊtheÊCrimeanÊWarÊandÊ
theÊtwoÊWorldÊWars.ÊTheÊfirstÊpassengerÊrailwayÊwasÊyetÊtoÊ
runÊandÊtheÊmotorcarÊandÊtheÊaeroplaneÊwereÊmanyÊdec-
adesÊawayÊasÊwasÊtheÊfirstÊworldÊchessÊchampionship.Ê
ThroughoutÊtheseÊtumultuousÊtwoÊcenturies,ÊchessÊflour-
ishedÊatÊtheÊEdinburghÊChessÊClub.ÊTheÊEdinburghÊChessÊ
Club’sÊlifeÊstraddlesÊaboutÊ1/7thÊofÊtheÊen reÊhistoryÊofÊ
chessÊfromÊitsÊinven onÊinÊIndiaÊinÊtheÊsixthÊcentury. 
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velopmentÊofÊtheÊclubÊfromÊ1822
-2022.ÊFi ngly,ÊonÊ3ÊJulyÊ1822Ê
CharlesÊBabbageÊpublishedÊaÊpro-
posalÊforÊaÊforerunnerÊofÊtheÊ
modernÊcomputerÊ(‘differenceÊ
engine’).ÊTheÊmovesÊforÊtheÊorigi-
nalÊcorrespondenceÊmatchÊwereÊ
conveyedÊbyÊhorseÊdrawnÊcoach-
esÊbutÊtheÊ2022ÊcorrespondenceÊ
matchÊonÊ42ÊindividualÊboards,Ê
s llÊunderway,ÊwasÊonÊtheÊsuc-
cessorÊtoÊBabbage’sÊengineÊi.e.Ê
theÊcomputerÊserverÊofÊtheÊInter-
na onalÊCorrespondenceÊChessÊ
Federa onÊ 
Cross Table (iccf.com). 
 
FewÊwouldÊdisagreeÊthatÊtheÊspe-
cialÊbicentenaryÊrichlyÊdeservedÊ
publica on,ÊpossiblyÊthroughÊaÊ
grandÊandÊglossyÊbook,ÊbutÊitÊwasÊ
myÊviewÊthatÊasÊaÊsteppingÊstoneÊ
weÊshouldÊaimÊforÊaÊspecialÊissueÊ
ofÊtheÊSco shÊChessÊmagazine.ÊIÊ
thankÊtheÊeditor,ÊAndy Burne ,Ê
andÊtheÊpresidentÊofÊtheÊSco shÊ
ChessÊAssocia on,ÊJim Webster,Ê
forÊtheirÊimmediateÊandÊunwa-
veringÊsupportÊforÊthisÊproposal.Ê 
 
MyÊgra tudeÊextendsÊtoÊallÊtheÊ
writersÊinvolvedÊinÊthisÊspecialÊ
issue,ÊbutÊespecially; 
 
 

ÊAlastair White forÊleadingÊandÊ
delivering,ÊatÊshortÊno ce,ÊanÊ
ambi ousÊbriefÊtoÊbuildÊuponÊaÊ
wellÊrecordedÊearlyÊhistoryÊandÊ
prepareÊanÊaccountÊthatÊgivesÊ
dueÊweightÊtoÊeventsÊthroughoutÊ
ourÊ200Êyears.Ê 
 
Alan McGowan,ÊChessÊScotland’sÊ
long- meÊhistorian,ÊdidÊextensiveÊ
work,ÊwhichÊisÊnotÊonlyÊreflectedÊ
inÊthisÊissueÊbutÊalsoÊinÊhisÊrecentÊ
ar cleÊonÊChessBaseÊThe Edin-
burgh Chess Club celebrates its 
200th anniversary | ChessBase.Ê
Alastair’sÊremarkableÊskillsÊinÊ
photographyÊareÊdisplayedÊhere,Ê
notÊonlyÊinÊcontemporaryÊphoto-
graphsÊbutÊinÊcolourisingÊandÊed-
i ngÊoldÊblack-and-whiteÊphotos.Ê 
 
Geoff Chandler,ÊinÊaddi onÊtoÊ
bringingÊtoÊlifeÊtheÊEdinburghÊ
versusÊLondonÊcorrespondenceÊ
match,ÊhelpedÊinÊfindingÊpoten-
alÊgamesÊforÊinclusion.ÊItÊwasÊaÊ

greatÊprivilegeÊandÊlearningÊexpe-
rienceÊforÊmeÊtoÊgoÊthroughÊthemÊ
andÊmakeÊaÊsmallÊselec onÊthatÊ
reflectsÊtheÊprowessÊofÊEdin-
burgh’sÊplayers.ÊTheÊlatestÊgameÊ
isÊfromÊ2022ÊandÊplayedÊbyÊoneÊ
ofÊourÊmostÊpromisingÊyoungÊ
players,ÊFrederickÊWaldhausen-
Gordon.Ê 
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InÊrecentÊdecadesÊEdinburghÊ
chessÊclubÊhasÊpromotedÊjuniorÊ
chessÊthroughÊtheÊTigerÊCubsÊ
programmeÊsetÊupÊbyÊWillie 
Rutherford,ÊandÊsummarisedÊbyÊ
himÊinÊthisÊissue. 
 
What,ÊtheÊreaderÊmightÊask,ÊwereÊ
theÊotherÊpriori esÊandÊac vi esÊ
ofÊtheÊclubÊinÊitsÊbicentenaryÊ
year?Ê 

· WeÊplannedÊforÊaÊGrandÊMas-
terÊsimultaneousÊdisplayÊandÊ
talk,ÊwhichÊwereÊdeliveredÊbyÊ
PaulÊMotwaniÊonÊOctoberÊ
29th,Ê2022Êh ps://
paulmot-
wani.com/2022/11/01/ 

· WeÊsoughtÊpublicÊrecogni onÊ
byÊreques ngÊthatÊtheÊfamousÊ
floralÊclockÊinÊEdinburgh’sÊ
PrincesÊSt,ÊGardensÊbeÊplantedÊ
withÊaÊchessÊtheme.ÊTheÊcoun-
cil,Êunsurprisingly,Êpriori sedÊ
theÊQueen’sÊ70thÊJubileeÊoverÊ
ourÊbicentenary.ÊSurely,ÊchessÊ
playersÊwillÊagreeÊthisÊwasÊaÊ
missedÊopportunityÊbyÊtheÊ
Council!ÊHowever,ÊtheÊCouncilÊ
hasÊagreedÊtoÊtheÊpresidentÊofÊ
ChessÊEdinburgh,ÊDavidÊStew-
art’s,ÊrequestÊforÊaÊcivicÊrecep-
onÊtoÊmarkÊtheÊevent.ÊWeÊ

willÊbeÊcollabora ngÊwithÊbothÊ
ChessÊEdinburghÊandÊchessÊ
ScotlandÊinÊeventsÊnextÊyear,Ê
includingÊprizesÊ(forÊbestÊper-
formancesÊforÊplayersÊwithÊaÊ
gradingÊbetweenÊ1822-1921,Ê
andÊ1922-2022,Êreflec ngÊourÊ
twoÊcenturiesÊofÊlife).Ê 

· TheÊcityÊofÊEdinburghÊhasÊanÊ
annualÊopenÊdayÊwhenÊmem-
bersÊofÊtheÊpublicÊareÊinvitedÊ
toÊvisitÊprivateÊpremises.ÊThisÊ
yearÊtheÊclubÊopenedÊitsÊdoorsÊ
toÊmanyÊvisitors,ÊsomeÊofÊ
whomÊhaveÊreturnedÊtoÊbe-
comeÊmembers.Ê 

· AÊcelebratoryÊdinnerÊforÊmem-
bersÊandÊguestsÊisÊeagerlyÊan-
cipated. 

OneÊsmallÊbenefitÊofÊtheÊpan-
demic,ÊwhichÊhinderedÊourÊwork,Ê
isÊthatÊourÊcommi eeÊdecidedÊ
thatÊtheÊbicentenaryÊcelebra onsÊ
wouldÊlastÊthreeÊyears,Êreflec ngÊ
theÊlengthÊofÊtheÊoriginalÊcorre-
spondenceÊmatch,ÊandÊthereforeÊ
willÊcon nueÊun lÊ2025.ÊThereÊ
wereÊalsoÊbonusÊeventsÊbeyondÊ
theÊsubcommi ee’sÊ10ÊpointÊ
plan,ÊachievedÊthroughÊcouncilÊ
andÊclubÊmembers’ÊenthusiasmÊ
forÊtheÊbicentenary.Ê 
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TheÊclubÊhostedÊanÊinvited-entryÊ
Sco sh Chess Championship 
withinÊitsÊpremisesÊthisÊyearÊ
Chess-Results Server Chess-
results.com - Sco sh Champion-
ship  asÊwellÊasÊanÊinterna onalÊ
normÊtournamentÊChess-Results 
Server Chess-results.com - Edin-
burgh Chess Club Bicentenary 
IM.  

AÊteamÊfromÊtheÊNetherlands,Ê
Apeldoorn Schaakstad, visitedÊ
forÊaÊ10ÊboardÊmatchÊinÊJulyÊBI-
CENTENIAL INTERNATIONAL 
FRIENDLY TOWN MATCH! | Ed-
inburgh Chess Club News and 
Events.  

TheÊclubÊisÊkeenÊtoÊpromoteÊ
greaterÊinterestÊinÊchessÊbyÊgirlsÊ
andÊwomen,ÊandÊaÊweekendÊofÊ
teachingÊandÊplayingÊ(ledÊbyÊLorinÊ
D’ÊCostaÊauthorÊofÊShe Plays to 
Win)ÊwasÊanÊextremelyÊimportantÊ
andÊsuccessfulÊstepÊinÊthisÊdirec-
onÊinÊSeptemberÊ2022.ÊReadersÊ

canÊaccessÊmoreÊaboutÊtheÊclubÊ
and its ac vi es at its website 
The Edinburgh Chess Club - pro-
mo ng chess since 1822  

ManyÊclubÊmembersÊhaveÊassist-
edÊCouncilÊinÊmakingÊourÊbicen-
tenaryÊbothÊmemorableÊandÊen-

joyable.ÊItÊisÊriskyÊtoÊacknowledgeÊ
specificÊindividualsÊbecauseÊoth-
ers’ÊimportantÊessen alÊworkÊisÊ
thenÊsome mesÊundervalued.Ê 

However,ÊIÊmustÊthank: 

· Bill Marshall,ÊourÊclub’sÊWeb-
master,ÊwhoÊtookÊoverÊtheÊ
chairÊofÊtheÊbicentenaryÊsub-
commi eeÊwhenÊIÊsteppedÊ
down;Ê 

· Ian Whi aker (co-chairÊofÊtheÊ
subcommi ee,ÊcuratorÊandÊ
councilÊmember)ÊforÊinjec ngÊ
vigourÊandÊenergyÊintoÊturningÊ
ideasÊintoÊac on,ÊincludingÊ
leadingÊaÊteamÊinÊcataloguingÊ
theÊclub’sÊassets;ÊÊ 

· Neil Berry, clubÊpresident,ÊforÊ
aÊmul plicityÊofÊreasonsÊofÊ
whichÊtheÊmostÊimportantÊoneÊ
isÊhisÊuns n ngÊleadershipÊ
andÊsupportÊforÊanyÊproposalÊ
thatÊbenefitsÊtheÊclub;ÊandÊtheÊ
manyÊpeopleÊwhoÊservedÊonÊ
theÊbicentenaryÊsubcommi eeÊ
(seeÊourÊwebsiteÊforÊnames).Ê 

ThisÊspecialÊissueÊhasÊexceededÊ
myÊexpecta onsÊandÊIÊhopeÊitÊwillÊ
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bringÊmuchÊpleasureÊtoÊchessÊ
playersÊinterna onallyÊandÊacrossÊ
theÊgenera ons.ÊChessÊisÊthrivingÊ
andÊcapturingÊtheÊimagina onÊofÊ
youngÊpeopleÊeverywhereÊinÊtheÊ
world.ÊOurÊclubÊisÊthrivingÊandÊ
hasÊenjoyedÊaÊsurprisingÊpost-
pandemicÊboostÊofÊnewÊandÊveryÊ
enthusias cÊmembersÊofÊallÊages.Ê
IÊhaveÊnoÊdoubtÊthatÊourÊclubÊwillÊ

celebrateÊitsÊ300thÊbirthdayÊinÊ
2122.ÊItÊisÊlikely,ÊgivenÊincreasesÊ
inÊlifeÊexpectancyÊandÊimprove-
mentsÊinÊpublicÊhealth,ÊthatÊsomeÊ
ofÊourÊyoungerÊmembers,Êper-
hapsÊnowÊinÊtheÊTigerÊCubs,ÊwillÊ
liveÊlongÊenoughÊtoÊbeÊthere.ÊThisÊ
specialÊissueÊwillÊbeÊaÊsourceÊofÊ
history,Êeduca on,Êenlighten-
ment,ÊandÊhopefullyÊevenÊjoy. 



 

 

9 

 



 

 

10 

The Club History in Pictures - David Forsyth (joined 1887)  

Ê 



 

 

11 

The winning team si ngÊwithÊtheÊtrophyÊa erÊbea ngÊtheÊpreviousÊwinners,ÊGlas-
gow,ÊinÊtheÊfinal:ÊÊ(Le ÊtoÊRight)ÊJÊGÊThomson,ÊHÊJackson,ÊDÊYÊMills,ÊWÊMÊWhitelaw,Ê
GÊPÊGalloway,ÊEÊMacdonald.Ê(John Moffat Studios, Edinburgh colourised by A White) 
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George PageÊ (R)Ê playingÊ inÊ theÊ Sco shÊ ChampionshipÊ inÊ 1937.Ê AlsoÊ inÊ picture:Ê
SandyÊGoldbergÊ(L)ÊandÊMissÊLÊMÊHogarth.Ê 

(Detail from a picture in the Chess Scotland archive. Originally supplied by  David 
Everington, Shropshire Chess Associa on, via Hugh Gemmell. Colourised by A 
White) 
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Standing: WÊSÊSmerdon,ÊIÊCÊKirkwood,ÊDÊSÊClunie,ÊAÊGÊLaing,ÊRÊWÊMÊBaxter.Ê 

Seated: JÊAÊSmith,ÊDÊSimpson,ÊIÊMcRobbie 

TheÊwinningÊteamÊareÊpicturedÊwithÊaÊcollec onÊofÊtrophies:ÊTheÊRichardsonÊCup,Ê
theÊEdinburghÊLeagueÊTrophy,Ê(andÊforÊgoodÊmeasure)ÊtheÊScotchÊGambitÊCup.Ê
(Photographer unknown, colourised by A White) 



 

 

20 



 

 

21 

 



 

 

22 

 

L to R: JÊGlendinning,Ê(non-playingÊcaptain)ÊCÊCampbell,ÊAÊTaylor,ÊEÊHolt,ÊDÊMarr,ÊRÊ
Waugh,ÊIÊMullenÊ(Photo credit: John Glendinning, colourised by A White) 
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PicturedÊwithÊtheÊRichardsonÊCupÊandÊtheÊSco shÊChampionshipÊCupÊ(wonÊbyÊDÊ
KopecÊinÊ1980) 

Standing, L to R: RÊBaxter,ÊJÊHenley,ÊGÊWeeden,ÊCÊMorrison,ÊWÊSmerdon.Ê 

Seated: DÊSmith,ÊMÊCondie,ÊDÊKopec,ÊGÊChandler.Ê 

(Photographer unknown. Photo restora on by A White) 
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Standing, (to right of board), L to R: RÊMcAndrew,ÊCÊThomson,ÊDÊKilgour,ÊCÊMorri-
son,ÊGÊMorrison,ÊPÊMcInally.Ê 

Seated (le  of board): MÊLÊCondie 

(Photo: from Edinburgh Chess Club, colourised by A White) 
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Richardson Cup 2013 

Standing, L-R: RÊBhopal,ÊHÊBrechin,ÊCÊSreeves,ÊAÊBremner 

Seated:, L-R:ÊDÊOswald,ÊNÊBerryÊ(C),ÊDÊRobertson,ÊCÊMacqueen 

PicturedÊwithÊtheÊtrophyÊa erÊtheirÊdecisiveÊ5½-2½ÊvictoryÊagainstÊEdinburghÊWestÊ 

(Photo supplied by Neil Berry) 



 

 

31 



 

 

32 



 

 

33 

PicturedÊwithÊtheÊtrophyÊa erÊtheirÊdecisiveÊ7-1ÊvictoryÊagainstÊAberdeenÊside,ÊBonÊ
AccordÊ(+6Ê=2Ê-0) 

Standing, L to R: GÊKa a,ÊHÊBrechin,ÊDÊMcGowan,ÊAÊGreen,ÊPÊWalden.ÊÊ 

Seated, L to R: CÊSreeves,ÊDÊOswald,ÊNÊBerry,ÊCÊMacqueenÊ 

Ê(Photo supplied by Neil Berry) 
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Solu ons to D Forsyth Problems from Page 10 
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The Berry Medal, gi ed by the first 
President for Championship Play. 

‘Berrya Cordifolia’ (Roxburgh) one 
of the genus named in honour of 

Dr. Berry 
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The Theatre Royal as it was in 1822 
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The Aytoun Hall, Auchterader 
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Howard Staunton, who visited 
the club in 1852 
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Dr William Robertson (Detail from a 
photograph in the J Paul Ge y Mu-
seum) 
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Capt. Hugh Alexander Kennedy, who 
donated his library to the club. 
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Léo Melliet 
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W C Spens (le ) vs W N Walkerin 
the play-off for the Sco sh 
Championship in 1890. (Photo: 
Edinburgh Chess club, colourised 
by A White.) 
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J G Thomson, from a photograph in 
the Edinburgh Chess Club (Moffat 
Studios 1901, colourised by A White) 
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Aaron Alexandre 
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Daniel Harrwitz   

Johann Löwenthal 
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Howard Staunton 
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Josef Kling 

Samuel Rosenthal 
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Capt. G H Mackenzie 
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Emanuel Lasker 

Francis J Lee 
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Jose Raul Capablanca 
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Standing, L to R: G E Wainright,          
W Gibson, P Wenman, Dr. S F Smith,   
H Jacobs, R H V Sco , A J Mackenzie. 
Seated: E E Middleton, E G Sergeant, 
Sir G A Thomas, R P Michell, J H Blake 

Sir George Thomas 
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Boris Kos c 
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ARB Thomas 
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Jacques Mieses 
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George Koltanowski 
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William Fairhurst 



 

 

95 

B H Wood 
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Nancy Elder (née Gordon) 
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Bob Wade in 2008 

Svetozar Gligorić 
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Max Euwe 



 

 

99 

Bill Lombardy 
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Vlas mil Hort 
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Topalov on his way to bea ng Alastair 
White, with Geoff Chandler looking 
on.  (Photo credit: Andy Howie) 
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 Arkady Dvorkovich at the ECC. 
(Photo Credit: FIDE) 
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The 'Edinburgh Tiger Cubs' Junior squad who won the ELCA Division 3 in 2000-1 
with a 100% score 
Back RowÊ(LÊtoÊR):ÊHamishÊRushtonÊ(ClubÊPresident),ÊStuartÊMcInally,ÊColinÊ
Horne,ÊKeithÊAnderson,ÊHughÊBrechin,ÊWillieÊRutherfordÊ(Captain) 
Front, SeatedÊ(LÊtoÊR):ÊDavidÊClarke,ÊMichaelÊClarke,ÊElaineÊRutherfordÊ(coach)Ê
GrantÊClarke,ÊKathleenÊRutherford.ÊDavidÊOswald 
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BenjaminÊRidgeÊcontempla ngÊhisÊ
firstÊmoveÊinÊaÊleagueÊmatch.ÊChrisÊ
SykesÊcomments:Ê"I can't say I blame 
him. That's how I'd look if I was about 
to play the French" 
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Selected Correspondence 
Games of Edinburgh CC 

Below you’ll find a selec on of  games from           
Edinburgh Chess Club’s most notable  correspond-
ence matches, taken from the club’s excellent web-
site. You can find these games and many, many 
more involving club members and notables via the 
link at the end of the ar cle. 
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See diagram next page 
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A 
Collec on of Club Members' 
games, old and new - Edinburgh 
Chess Club 
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See diagram next page 

Selected Over-the-Board Games of       
Edinburgh CC members 



 

 

121 

Ê

¯Ê
Ê

¯Ê



 

 

122 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ê

¯Ê



 

 

123 

Ê

¯Ê

Ê

¯Ê



 

 

124 

Ê ,Ê

¯Ê



 

 

125 

Ê

¯Ê

See diagram next page 
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See diagram next page 
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See diagram next column 
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